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Life is work

Genesis 2:5-6

Now no tree of the field was yet on the earth, neither did any herb of the field yet grow, because the
Lord God had not brought rain upon the earth, and there was no human to work the soil. And a mist
ascended from the earth and watered the entire surface of the ground. And the Lord God formed a
human of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the soul of life, and the human became
a living soul.
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Why does the verse mention the absence of someone to work the soil? What does it add or explain?

What does it mean that the first life-giving water is not rain, but rather a mist used to create the human
who is to do the work?

Rashi Genesis 2:5

BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN — And what is the reason that God had not caused it to
rain? BECAUSE THERE WAS NO MAN TO TILL THE GROUND, and there was, therefore, no one to
recognize the good of rain. When Adam came, however, and he realized that it was necessary for the
world, he prayed for it and it fell, so that trees and plant life sprang forth.
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If it has never rained, how is the first human meant to recognize the good of rain — something which has
not yet existed?

What does it mean to feel lack in creation, and not just in self?

FRAMING THOUGHT — Adam is made of water and earth
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Stewardship — humanity’s first task

Genesis 2:15

Now the Lord God took the human, and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.
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What does it mean to be a steward?

Does agency always come with responsibility?

Genesis 3:23

And the Lord God sent him out of the Garden of Eden, to till the soil, whence he had been taken.
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Adam of the earth

Genesis 3:19

With the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, until you return to the ground, for you were taken
therefrom, for dust you are, and to dust you will return."
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Maharal of Prague Tiferet Yisrael 3:2

It appears that Adam’s name teaches something about humanity’s essence, something in which it is
unique among all creation. He was called Adam because he was taken from the dust of the earth
(adamah). Now one might ask, is not everything from the ground (adamah)? Why should Adam be
specially named for having been created from it? The answer is that the essence of Adam is the most
closely related to the ground (adamah). The ground’s special nature is as a storehouse of potential,
holding the power to actualize all the many things which come from it — plants, trees, and other
things. It is all these things in potential. So too, it is the nature of humanity to be ‘in potential,’ acting
to actualize its wholeness and perfection. That is why his name was fit to him — Adam adamah —
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linking him to the ground that is unique in its capacity to bring forth fruits, growth and all things
possible for it. So too humanity brings forth its potential to the actual.
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How does one actualize potential? What skills, strengths, understanding is required?

No creature is born complete, but the Maharal sees humanity as the creature whose move from
potential to actual is definitive of its nature. What human qualities can be actualized?

What is something within yourself you could bring from potential to actual but you are not? Why not?

A faithful servant

Genesis 15:2

And Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, since | am going childless, and the steward of my
household is Eliezer of Damascus?"
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Yoma 28b

Eliezer, servant of Abraham, was an Elder and sat in yeshiva, as it is stated: “And Abraham said to his
servant, the elder of his household, who ruled over all he had” (Genesis 24:2). Rabbi Elazar said: The
verse means that he had mastery over the Torah of his master “He is Damascus [Dammesek] Eliezer”
(Genesis 15:2). Rabbi Elazar said: The word Dammesek is a contraction of he who draws [doleh] and
gives drink [mashke] to others from his master’s Torah.
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What qualities and capacity does one need to draw out, receive and give to others?
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How does Eliezer’s role as a ‘faithful servant’ in the material sense strengthen his role as faithful student
of Abraham’s Torah?

Manifestation or happenstance

Genesis 24:12

And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, please cause to happen to me today, and
perform loving kindness with my master, Abraham.
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The word N7 comes from the same source as mikre N1 which means 'happenstance,' and often
has a very negative connotation. As in the curses found at the end of the book of Leviticus, where it
appears in multiple places. Like this instance:

Leviticus 26:21

And if you treat Me as happenstance, and you do not wish to listen to Me, | will add seven
punishments corresponding to your sins:
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How does a heroic stance on creation, one which is committed to the potential good, transform
‘happenstance’ into a higher expression of good?

It is worth noting that the appearance of Israel’s archenemy Amalek, our shadow side, is also described
as bound up with mikre/keri. As in this source:

Deuteronomy 25:17-18

You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you went out of Egypt, how he
happened upon you on the way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and
weary, and he did not fear God.

AMINX D'7WNINT72 72 2271 T2 i WK DN¥AN DINRYA T2 770V 27 NWY YN DX ST
IA AL ¥ <l =l 11 e <0 \E. T LU= N LA EE Y wirJIf 1
-D'D7X N XYI V! 9 DN

What beliefs and behaviors underlie a relationship to the world build on ‘happenstance’?
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What beliefs and behaviors flow from that stance?

How might happenstance be the enemy of a heroic posture of pursuing the ‘good’?

From servitude to service

Exodus 9:1

The Lord said to Moses, "Come to Pharaoh and speak to him, 'So said the Lord, God of the Hebrews,
"Send out My people so that they may serve Me.
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Rambam Mishne Torah, Laws of Idolatry 1:3

...This concept proceeded and gathered strength among the descendants of Jacob and those who
collected around them, until there became a nation within the world which knew God.

When the Jews extended their stay in Egypt, however, they learned from the [Egyptians'] deeds and
began worshiping the stars as they did, with the exception of the tribe of Levi, who clung to the
mitzvot of the patriarchs - the tribe of Levi never served false gods.

Within a short time, the fundamental principle that Abraham had planted would have been uprooted,
and the descendants of Jacob would have returned to the errors of the world and their crookedness.
Because of God's love for us, and to uphold the oath He made to Abraham, our patriarch, He brought
forth Moses, our teacher, the master of all prophets, and sent him [to redeem the Jews]...
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Whom do you serve?

What sides of yourself are limited by the masters you serve and which are enhanced?
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