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Life is work

Genesis 2:5-6
Now no tree of the field was yet on the earth, neither did any herb of the field yet grow, because the
Lord God had not brought rain upon the earth, and there was no human to work the soil. And a mist
ascended from the earth and watered the entire surface of the ground. And the Lord God formed a
human of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the soul of life, and the human became
a living soul.

ל ו  ֹ֣ יחְַכ השִׂ֣ רֶםהַשָּׂדֶ֗ הטֶ֚ רֶץיִהְֽיֶ֣ שֶׂבבָאָ֔ הוכְׇל־עֵ֥ רֶםהַשָּׂדֶ֖ חטֶ֣ ירלֹ֨אכִּי֩יצְִמָ֑ ההִמְטִ֜ רֶץאֱלֹהִים֙יהְוָֹ֤ םעַל־הָאָ֔ ואְָדָ֣
יןִ דאַ֔ ֹ֖ עֲב דאֶת־הָֽאֲדָמָֽה׃לַֽ הואְֵ֖ רֶץיַעֲֽלֶ֣ המִן־הָאָ֑ יצֶר֩הָֽאֲדָמָֽה׃אֶֽת־כׇּל־פְּנֵ֥יוהְִשְׁקָ֖ הויִַּ֩ ָ֨ יםיהְוֹ םאֱלֹהִ֜ אֶת־הָֽאָדָ֗

העָפָר֙ אֲדָמָ֔ חמִן־הָ֣ יוויַּפִַּ֥ תבְּאַפָּ֖ יםנשְִׁמַ֣ יחַיִּ֑ םויַהְִ֥ חַיָּהֽ׃לְנֶ֥פֶשׁהָֽאָדָ֖

Why does the verse mention the absence of someone to work the soil? What does it add or explain?

What does it mean that the first life-giving water is not rain, but rather a mist used to create the human

who is to do the work?

Rashi Genesis 2:5
BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN — And what is the reason that God had not caused it to
rain? BECAUSE THERE WAS NO MAN TO TILL THE GROUND, and there was, therefore, no one to
recognize the good of rain. When Adam came, however, and he realized that it was necessary for the
world, he prayed for it and it fell, so that trees and plant life sprang forth.

גשמים,שלבטובתםמכירואיןהאדמהאתלעבודאיןשאדםלפיהמטיר,לאטעםומה-המטירלאכי
והדשאים:האילנותוצמחווירדו,עליהםהתפלללעולםצורךשהםוידעאדםוכשבא

 

If it has never rained, how is the first human meant to recognize the good of rain – something which has
not yet existed?

What does it mean to feel lack in creation, and not just in self?

FRAMING THOUGHT – Adam is made of water and earth
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Stewardship – humanity’s first task

Genesis 2:15

Now the Lord God took the human, and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.

ח יםיהְוָֹ֥הויַּקִַּ֛ םאֱלֹהִ֖ הוּאֶת־הָֽאָדָ֑ דֶןויַּנַּחִֵ֣ הּבְגַן־עֵ֔ הּ׃לְעׇבְדָ֖ וּלְשׇׁמְרָֽ

What does it mean to be a steward?

Does agency always come with responsibility?

Genesis 3:23

And the Lord God sent him out of the Garden of Eden, to till the soil, whence he had been taken.

הוּ הוַיֽשְַׁלְּחֵ֛ יםיהְוָֹ֥ דֶןאֱלֹהִ֖ עֲבדֹ֙מִגַּן־עֵ֑ הלַֽ אֲדָמָ֔ ראֶת־הָ֣ חאֲשֶׁ֥ ם׃לֻקַּ֖ מִשָּֽׁ

Adam of the earth

Genesis 3:19

With the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, until you return to the ground, for you were taken
therefrom, for dust you are, and to dust you will return."

ת יךָ֙בְּזֵעַ֤ אכַלאַפֶּ֙ ֹ֣ חֶםתּ דלֶ֔ השֽׁוּבְךָ֙עַ֤ אֲדָמָ֔ יאֶל־הָ֣ נּהָכִּ֥ חְתָּמִמֶּ֖ רלֻקָּ֑ תָּהכִּֽי־עָפָ֣ ראַ֔ תָּשֽׁוּב׃ואְֶל־עָפָ֖

Maharal of Prague Tiferet Yisrael 3:2

It appears that Adam’s name teaches something about humanity’s essence, something in which it is
unique among all creation. He was called Adam because he was taken from the dust of the earth
(adamah). Now one might ask, is not everything from the ground (adamah)? Why should Adam be
specially named for having been created from it? The answer is that the essence of Adam is the most
closely related to the ground (adamah). The ground’s special nature is as a storehouse of potential,
holding the power to actualize all the many things which come from it – plants, trees, and other
things. It is all these things in potential. So too, it is the nature of humanity to be ‘in potential,’ acting
to actualize its wholeness and perfection. That is why his name was fit to him – Adam adamah –
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linking him to the ground that is unique in its capacity to bring forth fruits, growth and all things
possible for it. So too humanity brings forth its potential to the actual.

עפרשהואעל'אדם'נקראשהואוזהמכל.האדםבומיוחדשהואלו,העצמידברעלמורהששמוויראה
'אדם'בשםביחודהאדםשיקראהאדמה,מןאינםהנמצאיםשארכלוכילשאול,ישועתההאדמה.מן
בזהמיוחדתהיאהאדמהכיוזההאדמה.אלביותרמתיחסהאדםעניןאבלהאדמה.מןשנבראשםעל

הדברים,כלושארואילנות,צמחים,ממנה;יוצאיםאשרהדבריםכללפעליציאהבהוישבכח,שהיא
שיהיהלוראוי*שמוולפיכךהפעל.אלשלימותוויוצאבכח,שהואהאדםעניןוזהוזה.לכלבכחוהיא

וכןאליה,שייךאשרוכלוצמחיםבפירותהפעלאלהכחמןלצאתמיוחדתשהיאהאדמה,עםמשתתף
הפעל.אלכחויוצאהאדםהוא

How does one actualize potential? What skills, strengths, understanding is required?

No creature is born complete, but the Maharal sees humanity as the creature whose move from

potential to actual is definitive of its nature. What human qualities can be actualized?

What is something within yourself you could bring from potential to actual but you are not? Why not?

A faithful servant

Genesis 15:2

And Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am going childless, and the steward of my
household is Eliezer of Damascus?"

י ימַה־תִּתֶּן־לִ֔ ךְואְָנכִֹ֖ יהוֹלֵ֣ שֶׁקעֲרִירִ֑ יוּבֶן־מֶ֣ שֶׂקה֖וּאבֵּיתִ֔ זֶר׃דַּמֶּ֥ אֱלִיעֶֽ

Yoma 28b

Eliezer, servant of Abraham, was an Elder and sat in yeshiva, as it is stated: “And Abraham said to his
servant, the elder of his household, who ruled over all he had” (Genesis 24:2). Rabbi Elazar said: The
verse means that he had mastery over the Torah of his master “He is Damascus [Dammesek] Eliezer”
(Genesis 15:2). Rabbi Elazar said: The word Dammesek is a contraction of he who draws [doleh] and
gives drink [mashke] to others from his master’s Torah.

בְּכׇלהַמּשֵֹׁלבֵּיתוֹזְקַןעַבְדּוֹאֶלאַבְרָהָם״ויַּאֹמֶרשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:הָיהָ,בִּישִׁיבָהויְוֹשֵׁבזָקֵןאַבְרָהָם,עֶבֶדאֱלִיעֶזֶר
שֶׁדּוֹלֶהאֶלְעָזָר:רַבִּיאָמַר—אֱלִיעֶזֶר״דַּמֶּשֶׂק״הוּארַבּוֹ.בְּתוֹרַתשֶׁמּוֹשֵׁלאֶלְעָזָר:רַבִּיאָמַרלוֹ״,אֲשֶׁר

לַאֲחֵרִים.רַבּוֹשֶׁלמִתּוֹרָתוֹוּמַשְׁקֶה

What qualities and capacity does one need to draw out, receive and give to others?
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How does Eliezer’s role as a ‘faithful servant’ in the material sense strengthen his role as faithful student
of Abraham’s Torah?

Manifestation or happenstance

Genesis 24:12

And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, please cause to happen to me today, and
perform loving kindness with my master, Abraham.

ר  ה׀ויַּאֹמַ֓ ָ֗ יאֱלֹהֵי֙יהְוֹ םאֲדנִֹ֣ יהַקְרֵה־נָ֥אאַבְרָהָ֔ סֶדהַיּ֑וֹםלְפָנַ֖ םועֲַשֵׂה־חֶ֕ יעִ֖ אַבְרָהָֽם׃אֲדנִֹ֥

The word הַקְרֵה comes from the same source as mikre מקרה which means 'happenstance,' and often

has a very negative connotation. As in the curses found at the end of the book of Leviticus, where it

appears in multiple places. Like this instance:

Leviticus 26:21

And if you treat Me as happenstance, and you do not wish to listen to Me, I will add seven
punishments corresponding to your sins:

לְכ֤וּ רִיעִמִּי֙ואְִם־תֵּֽ עַֽתאֹב֖וּולְֹ֥אקֶ֔ ֹ֣ ילִשְׁמ ילִ֑ העֲלֵיכֶם֙ויְסַָפְתִּ֤ בַעמַכָּ֔ כְּחַטּאֹתֵיכֶםֽ:שֶׁ֖

How does a heroic stance on creation, one which is committed to the potential good, transform

‘happenstance’ into a higher expression of good?

It is worth noting that the appearance of Israel’s archenemy Amalek, our shadow side, is also described

as bound up with mikre/keri. As in this source:

Deuteronomy 25:17-18

You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you went out of Egypt, how he
happened upon you on the way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and
weary, and he did not fear God.

תזָכ֕וֹר האֵ֛ קלְךָ֖אֲשֶׁר־עָשָׂ֥ רֶךְעֲמָלֵ֑ םבַּדֶּ֖ יםִ׃בְּצֵאתְכֶ֥ רמִמִּצְרָֽ רְךָ֜אֲשֶׁ֨ רֶךְקָֽ בבַּדֶּ֗ יםבְּךָ֙ויַזְַנֵּ֤ יךָכׇּל־הַנּחֱֶשָׁלִ֣ חֲרֶ֔ אַֽ
ה ףואְַתָּ֖ עַעָיֵ֣ אולְֹ֥אויְגֵָ֑ אֱלֹהִֽים׃ירֵָ֖

What beliefs and behaviors underlie a relationship to the world build on ‘happenstance’?
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What beliefs and behaviors flow from that stance?

How might happenstance be the enemy of a heroic posture of pursuing the ‘good’?

From servitude to service

Exodus 9:1

The Lord said to Moses, "Come to Pharaoh and speak to him, 'So said the Lord, God of the Hebrews,
"Send out My people so that they may serve Me.

אמֶר ֹ֤ היהְוֹהָ֙ויַּ אאֶל־משֶֹׁ֔ ֹ֖ הבּ ֹ֑ יוודְִבַּרְתָּ֣אֶל־פַּרְע ראֵלָ֗ ֹֽה־אָמַ֤ ייהְוֹהָ֙כּ יםאֱלֹהֵ֣ חהָֽעִבְרִ֔ ישַׁלַּ֥ ניִ׃אֶת־עַמִּ֖ ויְַעַֽבְדֻֽ

Rambam Mishne Torah, Laws of Idolatry 1:3

…This concept proceeded and gathered strength among the descendants of Jacob and those who

collected around them, until there became a nation within the world which knew God.

When the Jews extended their stay in Egypt, however, they learned from the [Egyptians'] deeds and

began worshiping the stars as they did, with the exception of the tribe of Levi, who clung to the

mitzvot of the patriarchs - the tribe of Levi never served false gods.

Within a short time, the fundamental principle that Abraham had planted would have been uprooted,

and the descendants of Jacob would have returned to the errors of the world and their crookedness.

Because of God's love for us, and to uphold the oath He made to Abraham, our patriarch, He brought

forth Moses, our teacher, the master of all prophets, and sent him [to redeem the Jews]…

עַדה'.אֶתיוֹדַעַתשֶׁהִיאאֻמָּהבָּעוֹלָםונְעֲַשֵׂיתעֲלֵיהֶםוּבַנּלְִויִםיעֲַקבֹבִּבְניֵוּמִתְגַּבֵּרהוֹלֵךְהַדָּבָר…והְָיהָ
שֶׁאָרְכוּ
אָבוֹת.בְּמִצְותַשֶׁעָמַדלֵויִמִשֵּׁבֶטחוּץכְּמוֹתָןכּוֹכָבִיםולְַעֲבדֹמַעֲשֵׂיהֶןלִלְמדֹוחְָזְרוּבְּמִצְרַיםִלְישְִׂרָאֵלהַיּמִָים

יעֲַקבֹבְּניֵוחְוֹזְרִיןנעֱֶקָראַבְרָהָםשֶׁשָּׁתַלהָעִקָּרהָיהָקָטוכְִמְעַטכּוֹכָבִים.עֲבוֹדַתלֵויִשֵׁבֶטעָבַדלֹאוּמֵעוֹלָם
רַבָּןרַבֵּנוּמשֶׁהעָשָׂהאָבִינוּלְאַבְרָהָםהַשְּׁבוּעָהאֶתוּמִשָּׁמְרוֹאוֹתָנוּה'וּמֵאַהֲבַתוּתְעִיּוֹתָן.הָעוֹלָםלְטָעוּת

וּשְׁלָחוֹ…הַנּבְִיאִיםכָּלשֶׁל

Whom do you serve?

What sides of yourself are limited by the masters you serve and which are enhanced?
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