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Yosher - a quality of the heart

Deuteronomy 9:5

It is not because of your virtues and your rectitude that you will be able to possess
their country; but it is because of their wickedness that your God M7 is
dispossessing those nations before you, and in order to fulfill the oath that mm
made to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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Tur Aruch on Deuteronomy 9:5

Not because you are righteous in your actions, or even because you have integrity
of heart...
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Can integrity be purely an inner state if it never finds expression in action?

Right in God’s eyes
Exodus 15:26

And He said, If you hearken to the voice of the Lord, your God, and you do what is
proper in His eyes, and you listen closely to His commandments and observe all His
statutes, all the sicknesses that | have visited upon Egypt | will not visit upon you,
for 1, the Lord, heal you.
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Deuteronomy 6:18

Do what is right and good in the sight of nin, that it may go well with you and that
you may be able to possess the good land that your God nin' promised on oath to
your fathers,
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Ramban on Deut. 6:18

The plain meaning of the verse says, “Keep the commandments of G-d, His
testimonies, and His statutes, and, in observing them, intend to do what is right
and good in His sight only.” And [the expression in the verse before us] that it may
be well with thee is a promise, stating that, when you will do that which is good in
His eyes, it will be well with you, for G-d does good unto the good, and to them
that are upright in their hearts. Our Rabbis have a beautiful Midrash on this verse.
They have said: “[That which is right and good] refers to a compromise and going
beyond the requirement of the letter of the law.” The intent of this is as follows: At
first he [Moses] stated that you are to keep His statutes and His testimonies which
He commanded you, and now he is stating that even where He has not
commanded you, give thought, as well, to do what is good and right in His eyes, for
He loves the good and the right. Now this is a great principle, for it is impossible to
mention in the Torah all aspects of man’s conduct with his neighbors and friends,
and all his various transactions, and the ordinances of all societies and countries.
But since He mentioned many of them —— he reverted to state in a general way
that, in all matters, one should do what is good and right, including even
compromise and, going beyond the requirements of the law. Other examples are
the Rabbis’ ordinances concerning the prerogative of a neighbor, and even what
they said [concerning the desirability] that one’s youthful reputation be
unblemished, and that one’s conversation with people be pleasant. Thus [a person
must seek to refine his behavior] in every form of activity, until he is worthy of
being called “good and upright.”
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What does it mean to intend to do what is good and right when one fulfills the
commandments? What does the intention possibly add to the action? What is the
action without the intention?

If there is a level of “proper in the eyes of God” which is ‘beyond the
requirements of the law,” how are we to know what it is? How is it to be
expressed in action?
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Simple integrity
Psalms 97:11

A light is sown for the righteous, and for the upright of heart, joy.
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Ecclesiastes 7:29

See, only this one have | found, for God made man straight, but they sought many
intrigues.
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Proverbs 14:2

One who maintains their integrity fears the LORD; One of devious ways scorns
Him.
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Judges 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his eyes.
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What is the link between simple integrity and joy?

What does it look like when you are true to yourself? What does it look like when
you “over complicate” your thinking?

What connection might there be between “fear of God,” or any external standard,
and the ability to hold integrity? What potential positive and negative elements
might there be in this relationship?

Where do you (have you) end(ed) up when you do only that which is right in
your own eyes?
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The longer shorter path

Psalms 5:9

O Lord, lead me in Your righteousness; because of those who lie in wait for me,
make Your way straight before me.
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I Kings 9:1-4

When Solomon had finished building the House of GOD and the royal palace
and everything that Solomon had set his heart on constructing, GOD appeared
to Solomon a second time, as before, at Gibeon. GOD said to him, “I have heard
the prayer and the supplication that you have offered to Me. I consecrate this
House that you have built and I set My name there forever. My eyes and My
heart shall ever be there. As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David
walked before Me, wholeheartedly and with uprightness, doing all that [ have
commanded you [and] keeping My laws and My rules,
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Eruvin 53b

One time | was walking along the path, and | saw a young boy sitting at the
crossroads. And | said to him: On which path shall we walk in order to get to the
city? He said to me: This path is short and long, and that path is long and short. |
walked on the path that was short and long. When | approached the city | found
that gardens and orchards surrounded it, and | did not know the trails leading
through them to the city. | went back and met the young boy again and said to
him: My son, didn’t you tell me that this way is short? He said to me: And didn’t |
tell you that it is also long? | kissed him on his head and said to him: Happy are
you, O Israel, for you are all exceedingly wise, from your old to your young.
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Think about a process in your life which made you who you are. What would
have been lost if it had been more straightforward? What would have been
gained? Would you still be the same person?

What is the wisdom of knowing that sometimes the indirect route is actually the
most direct one?

Yosef’s story
Genesis 37:2-3

These are the generations of Jacob: when Joseph was seventeen years old, being a
shepherd, he was with his brothers with the flocks, and he was a lad, [and was]
with the sons of Bilhah and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph
brought evil tales about them to their father. And Israel loved Joseph more than all
his sons, because he was a son of his old age; and he made him a fine woolen coat.
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Rashi on Genesis 37:2

His actions were childish: he dressed his hair, he touched up his eyes so that he
should appear good-looking (Genesis Rabbah 84:7).
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Rashi on Genesis 37:3

THE SON OF HIS OLD AGE — because he was a wise son to him” — all that he had
learnt from Shem and Eber he taught him (Genesis Rabbah 84:8). Another
explanation of D71 |2— his facial features were similar to his (Jacob’s) (Genesis
Rabbah 84:8).
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Genesis 39:2-6

The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man, and he was in the house
of his Egyptian master. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and
whatever he (Joseph) did the Lord made prosper in his hand. And Joseph found
favor in his eyes, and he (Joseph) served him, and he (Potiphar) appointed him
over his house, and all he had he gave into his hand. Now it came to pass that
since he had appointed him over his house and over all that he had, the Lord
blessed the house of the Egyptian for Joseph's sake, and the blessing of the Lord
was in all that he had, in the house and in the field. So he left all that he had in
Joseph's hand, and he knew nothing about what was with him except the bread
that he ate; and Joseph had handsome features and a beautiful complexion.
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Rashi Genesis 39:6

As soon as he saw that he was ruler (in the house) he began to eat and drink and
curl his hair. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Your father is mourning
and you curl your hair! | will let a bear loose against you” (Midrash Tanchuma,
Vayeshev 8). Immediately...
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Babylonian Talmud Sotah 36a

What is the situation where Joseph sanctified God’s name in private? As it is written: “And it came
to pass on a certain day, when he went into the house to do his work” (Genesis 39:11). Rabbi
Yohanan says: This teaches that both Joseph and Potiphar’s wife stayed in the house, as they
intended to perform a matter of sin. With regard to the phrase “when he went into the house to do
his work,” Rav and Shmuel engage in a dispute with regard to its meaning. One says: It means that
he went into the house to do his work, literally. And one says: He entered the house in order to
fulfill his sexual needs with her. The verse continues: “And there was none of the men of the house
there within” (Genesis 39:11). The Gemara asks: Is it possible that in such a large and important
house like the house of that wicked man that no one was in there? The school of Rabbi Yishmael
taught: That day was their festival day and they all went to their house of idol worship; and she told
them that she was sick and could not go, as she said to herself: | have no day on which Joseph will
attend to me like this day. The verse states: “And she caught him by his garment, saying: Lie with
me” (Genesis 39:12). At that moment his father’s image [deyokeno] came and appeared to him in
the window. The image said to him: Joseph, the names of your brothers are destined to be written
on the stones of the ephod, and you are to be included among them. Do you desire your name to
be erased from among them, and to be called an associate [ro’eh] of promiscuous women? As it is
written: “But he who keeps company with harlots wastes his riches” (Proverbs 29:3), as he loses his
honor, which is more valuable than wealth. Immediately: “And his bow abode [teishev] firm”
(Genesis 49:24). Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Meir: This means that his bow, i.e., his
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penis, returned [shava] to its strength, as he overcame his desire. The verse about Joseph
continues: “And the arms of his hands were made supple” (Genesis 49:24), meaning that he dug his
hands into the ground and his semen was emitted between his fingernails. “By the hands of the
Mighty One of Jacob” (Genesis 49:24): Who caused his name to be etched onto the stones of the
ephod? It was only the might of Jacob. “From there, from the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel”
(Genesis 49:24) means: From there, because of Joseph’s ability to withstand this trial, he merited to
become a shepherd [ro’eh] of the Jewish people, as it is stated: “Listen, O Shepherd of Israel, who
leads like the flock of Joseph” (Psalms 80:2). It is taught in a baraita: Joseph was deserving of having
twelve tribes descend from him, the same as twelve tribes descended from his father Jacob, as it is
stated: “These are the generations of Jacob, Joseph” (Genesis 37:2). This implies that everything
that happened to Jacob was destined to happen to Joseph. However, he did not merit this because
his semen was emitted from between his fingernails.
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