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Malchut - manifesting the good in three dimensions

Micah 6:8
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He has told you, O man, what is good, and what the Lord demands of you; but to
do justice, to love loving-kindness, and to walk discreetly with your God.

What does a good person look like in your eyes?

What is the difference between what is good and what the Lord demands of you?
How might they work together? Do they ever conflict?

Proverbs 4:2
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For | gave you good teaching; forsake not My instruction.

A npY is a teaching in the sense of a ‘take-away.” What do you take from Torah?

What is the most important teaching about the good that you have taken from
life?

Deuteronomy 3:25
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Pray let me cross over and see the good land that is on the other side of the
Jordan, this good mountain and the Lebanon.

The good often functions as an ideal toward which we strive. What vessel for
collective good are you working toward? What is its essential organizing point or
principle?
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Midrash Genesis Rabbah 8:5

The Rabbis say in the name of Rabbi Hanina bar Idi, and Rabbi Pinhas and Rabbi
Hilkiya said in the name of Rabbi Simon: Meod, this refers to Man [adam]. That is
what is written: “God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very
[meod] good” (Genesis 1:31) — Man [adam] was good.
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How do you reconcile human freedom (and the potential to do evil) with the key
role humanity plays in expressing the goodness of creation?

Answer the question in the moral realm as well as that of ‘good as reflective of
the will of its Maker.’
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The heroic moment

Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Everything has an appointed season, and there is a time for every matter under
the heaven.

Midrash Tanhuma Ekev 9:1

At that time, etc. (Deuteronomy 10:1): This is what the verse stated (Ecclesiastes
3:1), "A time and season is set for everything, for every experience under heaven."
There was a time for the world to be created; there was a time for the generation
of the flood to be destroyed in water. There was a time to go into the ark, and a
time to exit from it. And there was a time for Avraham to be created, and so too
with all the forefathers. There was a time that our fathers were to go down to
Egypt, and a time for them to exit from there. And there was a time that they were
to be subjugated. And there was a time for the tablets to be broken, and there was
a time when others would do that act [of the golden calf]. Hence, "Carve out two
tablets of stone." Shlomo said (Ecclesiastes 3:5), "A time for throwing stones and a
time for gathering stones." "A time for throwing stones," these are the first tablets;
"and a time for gathering stones," the time to carve out other tablets of stone, as it
is stated, "Carve out (pesal) two tablets of stone." Rabbi Yehoshua said, "That he
destroy the idols of (pesilei) their gods."
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Where do the personal, collective and cosmic dimensions of the quest for good
manifest in your life?

Where do they intersect? Are the complementary, contradictory or both?

Looking back, what have been key moments in your life? Were you aware at the
time? Which might lie ahead?
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Esther’s grace

2:15 Now when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle,
who had taken her for a daughter, came
to go in to the king, she requested
nothing, except what Hegai the king’s
chamberlain, the guard of the women,
would say, and Esther obtained grace in
the eyes of all who beheld her.
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2:17 And the king loved Esther more
than all the women, and she won grace
and favor before him more than all the
maidens, and he placed the royal crown
on her head and made her queen
instead of Vashti.
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5:2 And it came to pass when the king
saw Queen Esther standing in the court,
that she won favor in his eyes, and the
king extended to Esther the golden
scepter that was in his hand, and Esther
approached and touched the end of the
scepter.
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7:3 And Queen Esther replied and said,
“If I have found favor in your eyes, O
king, and if it pleases the king, may my
life be given me in my petition and my
people in my request.
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How would you define the quality of ‘finding favor?” Why is it so often associated

with the eyes?

How has grace found expression in your life?

Compare the role that grace plays in driving Esther’s story to that of Yosef:

Joseph

all he had he gave into his hand.

Genesis 39:4 And Joseph found favor in his
eyes, and he (Joseph) served him, and he
(Potiphar) appointed him over his house, and
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Genesis 39:21 The Lord was with Joseph, and | |D'l TOR I'7X 01 QI NX NN 'R
He extended charisma to him, and He gave ahloh ) Laial TR TR
him favor in the eyes of the warden of the
prison.

BONUS:

See Exodus ch. 33, especially lines 13&17. What roles does ‘finding favor’ play in
Moshe’s heroic moment of seeing all of God’s good pass before him?

Esther 4:14
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For if you remain silent at this time, relief and rescue will arise for the Jews from
elsewhere, and you and your father's household will perish; and who knows
whether at a time like this you will attain the kingdom?"

Esther 10:3
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For Mordecai the Jew was viceroy to King Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews
and accepted by most of his brethren; seeking the good of his people and speaking
peace to all their seed.
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SOURCES FOR SUPPLEMENTARY VIDEO

Sefer Yetzirah 1:7
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Ten emanations/sefirot without what - their end is thrust into their beginning and
the beginning into their end, like the flame is bound to the coal. For the Master is
singular and there is no other, and before one what do you count?

Midrash Genesis Raba parshat Bereshit 1

“In the beginning Gd created...” Six things preceded the creation of the world, some of
which were created and some of which ‘rose up in thought’ to be created. The Torah and
the Throne of Glory were created. The Torah, as it is written “The Lord acquired me at the
beginning of His way...” (Mishle 8:22) The Throne of Glory, as it is written “Your throne is
established of old...” (Tehillim 93:2) The forefathers ‘rose up in thought’ to be created, as it
is written “Your fathers seemed to Me Like the first fig to ripen on a fig tree.” (Hoshea
9:10) Israel ‘rose up in thought,” as it is written “Remember Your congregation, which You
acquired from time immemorial...” (Tehillim 74:2) The Holy Temple ‘rose up in thought,” as
it is written “As a Throne of Glory, exalted from the beginning, so is the place of our
Sanctuary.” (Jeremiah 17:12) The name of the Messiah ‘rose up in thought,” as it is written
“...before the sun, his name will be magnified...” (Tehillim 72:17) R’ Ahavah son of R’ Zeira
said: also teshuvah, this is what is written “Before the mountains were born...” (Tehillim
90:2)
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