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Malchut – manifesting the good in three dimensions 

Micah 6:8 

 ִּ֥ סֶד וְהַצְנ  הֲבַת חֶֶ֔ וֹת מִשְׁפָט֙ וְאֵַ֣ י אִם־עֲשׂ֤ שׁ מִמְךָ֗ כִֵ֣ ֵ֣ ה דּוֹר  ה־יְהֹוָָ֞ וֹב וּמָָֽ ם מַה־טּ֑ יד לְךָ֛ אָדָָ֖ יך׃הִגִִּ֥ כֶת עִם־אֱלֹהֶָֽ      עַ לֶָ֖

He has told you, O man, what is good, and what the Lord demands of you; but to 
do justice, to love loving-kindness, and to walk discreetly with your God. 

 

What does a good person look like in your eyes? 

What is the difference between what is good and what the Lord demands of you? 
How might they work together? Do they ever conflict? 

 

Proverbs 4:2 

בוּ׃ ל־תַעֲז ַֽ י אַַֽ וֹרָתִִּ֗ ֶ֑ם תּ֝ י לָכ  תִּ קַח ט֭וֹב נָתֶַ֣ ֶ֣ י ל  ִּ֤  כִּ

For I gave you good teaching; forsake not My instruction. 

 

A קַח   ?is a teaching in the sense of a ‘take-away.’ What do you take from Torah לֵֶ֣

What is the most important teaching about the good that you have taken from 
life? 

 

Deuteronomy 3:25 

א וְאֶרְאֶה֙  האֶעְבְרָה־נָָ֗ רֶץ הַטּוֹבָָ֔ ן  אֶת־הָאָָ֣ ּ֑ בֶר הַיַרְדּ  ֵ֣ ר בְע  וֹבאֲשֶָׁ֖ ר הַטּּ֛ ן׃ הָהָָ֥  הַזֶָ֖ה וְהַלְבָנָֹֽ

Pray let me cross over and see the good land that is on the other side of the 
Jordan, this good mountain and the Lebanon. 

 

The good often functions as an ideal toward which we strive. What vessel for 
collective good are you working toward? What is its essential organizing point or 
principle?  
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Midrash Genesis Rabbah 8:5  

The Rabbis say in the name of Rabbi Ḥanina bar Idi, and Rabbi Pinḥas and Rabbi 
Ḥilkiya said in the name of Rabbi Simon: Meod, this refers to Man [adam]. That is 
what is written: “God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very 
[meod] good” (Genesis 1:31) – Man [adam] was good. 

ם רַבִי סִימוֹן אָמַר י וְרַבִי פִינְחָס וְרַבִי חֶלְקִיָה בְשׁ  ם רַבִי חֲנִינָא בַר אִיד  י לָהּ בְשׁ  , מְאֹד, הוּא אָדָם. רַבָנָן אָמְר 

 : וַיַרְא אֱלֹהִים אֶת כָל אֲשֶׁר עָשָה וְהִנ ה טוֹב מְאֹד, וְהִנ ה טוֹב אָדָם.)בראשית א, לא( הֲדָא הוּא דִכְתִיב 

 

How do you reconcile human freedom (and the potential to do evil) with the key 
role humanity plays in expressing the goodness of creation?  

Answer the question in the moral realm as well as that of ‘good as reflective of 
the will of its Maker.’ 
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The heroic moment 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

יִם׃  חַת הַשָמָָֽ פֶץ תִַּ֥ ָ֖ ת לְכׇל־ח  ִּ֥ ן וְע  ל זְמָּ֑  לַכָֹ֖

Everything has an appointed season, and there is a time for every matter under 
the heaven. 

 

Midrash Tanhuma Ekev 9:1 

 

At that time, etc. (Deuteronomy 10:1): This is what the verse stated (Ecclesiastes 
3:1), "A time and season is set for everything, for every experience under heaven." 
There was a time for the world to be created; there was a time for the generation 
of the flood to be destroyed in water. There was a time to go into the ark, and a 
time to exit from it. And there was a time for Avraham to be created, and so too 
with all the forefathers. There was a time that our fathers were to go down to 
Egypt, and a time for them to exit from there. And there was a time that they were 
to be subjugated. And there was a time for the tablets to be broken, and there was 
a time when others would do that act [of the golden calf]. Hence, "Carve out two 
tablets of stone." Shlomo said (Ecclesiastes 3:5), "A time for throwing stones and a 
time for gathering stones." "A time for throwing stones," these are the first tablets; 
"and a time for gathering stones," the time to carve out other tablets of stone, as it 
is stated, "Carve out (pesal) two tablets of stone." Rabbi Yehoshua said, "That he 
destroy the idols of (pesilei) their gods." 

ם )קהלת ג, א(. זְמַן  ץ תַחַת הַשָמַיִּ ל זְמַן וְעֵת לְכָל חֵפ  אָמַר הַכָתוּב: לַכ  יא וְגוֹ'. ז ה ש  בָעֵת הַהִּ
כָנֵס לַתֵבָה,  חַ לְהִּ ם. זְמַן הָיָה לְנ  י אבְדוּ בַמַיִּ בָרְאוֹת. זְמַן הָיָה לְדוֹר הַמַבוּל ש  הָיָה לָעוֹלָם לְהִּ

יֵרְדוּ   וּזְמַן הָיָה לוֹ בָרֵא אַבְרָהָם, וְכֵן לְכָל הָאָבוֹת. וּזְמַן הָיָה ש  יִּ נָה. וּזְמַן הָיָה ש  מ  לָצֵאת מִּ
שְתַבְ  יִּ שְתַעְבְדוּ. וּזְמַן הָיָה ש  יִּ שָם. וּזְמַן הָיָה ש  יֵצְאוּ מִּ ם, וּזְמַן הָיָה ש  צְרַיִּ רוּ  אֲבוֹתֵינוּ לְמִּ

ים. אָמַר הַלּוּחוֹת. וּזְמַן הָ  ה. הֱוֵי, פְסָל לְךָ שְנֵי לוּחוֹת אֲבָנִּ ים אוֹתוֹ מַעֲשׂ  יַעֲשׂוּ אֲחֵרִּ יָה ש 
ים, אֵלּוּ  יךְ אֲבָנִּ ים )שם פסוק ה(. עֵת לְהַשְלִּ ים וְעֵת כְנוֹס אֲבָנִּ יךְ אֲבָנִּ ה, עֵת לְהַשְלִּ שְלֹמ 

ים, עֵת הָיָ  אשוֹנוֹת. וְעֵת כְנוֹס אֲבָנִּ נ אֱמַר: פְסָל הַלּוּחוֹת הָרִּ ים, ש  ים אֲחֵרִּ ל לוּחוֹת אֲבָנִּ פְס  ה לִּ
ם. ילֵי אֱלֹהֵיה  הוּא מְבַעֵר פְסִּ עַ, ש  י יְהוֹשֻׁ ים. אָמַר רַבִּ  לְךָ שְנֵי לוּחוֹת אֲבָנִּ

 

Where do the personal, collective and cosmic dimensions of the quest for good 
manifest in your life?  

Where do they intersect? Are the complementary, contradictory or both? 

Looking back, what have been key moments in your life? Were you aware at the 
time? Which might lie ahead? 
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Esther’s grace  

2:15 Now when the turn of Esther, the 
daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle, 
who had taken her for a daughter, came 
to go in to the king, she requested 
nothing, except what Hegai the king’s 
chamberlain, the guard of the women, 
would say, and Esther obtained grace in 
the eyes of all who beheld her. 

י   כַַ֡ ל | ד ֶ֣ד מָרְדֳּ יִּ יחֶַ֣ ר בַת־אֲבִּ סְתֵֶ֣ ר־א  יעַ ת ַֽ ֶ֣ וּבְהַגִּ
א   ךְ ל ִּ֤ ל  ל־הַמ ִ֗ וֹא א  ת לָבֶ֣ קַח־ל֨וֹ לְבַַ֜ ר֩ לַָֽ אֲש 
י   ר הֵגֶַׁ֥ ר י אמַַ֛ ֶׁ֥ ת־אֲש  ם א  ֶ֣ י אִּ ר כִִּּ֠ קְשָה֙ דָבָָ֔ בִּ

את   שֵֶׂ֣ סְתֵר֙ נ  י א  ִּ֤ ים וַתְהִּ ֶ֑ ר הַנָשִּ מֵֶ֣ ךְ ש  ל  ֶּ֖ יס־הַמ  ַֽ סְרִּ
ן בְעֵ  יהָ חֵָ֔ ַֽ א   :ינֵֶּ֖י כָל־ר 

2:17 And the king loved Esther more 
than all the women, and she won grace 
and favor before him more than all the 
maidens, and he placed the royal crown 
on her head and made her queen 
instead of Vashti. 

ים  כׇּל הַנָשִּ סְתֵר מִּ ת א  ךְ א  ל  וַי אֱהַב הַמ 
שָא ם  חֵן וַתִּ ל הַבְתוּלוֹת וַיָשׂ  כׇּ ד לְפָנָיו מִּ ס  וָח 

י הָ תַחַת וַשְתִּ יכ  ר מַלְכוּת בְר אשָהּ וַיַמְלִּ  כ ת 

5:2 And it came to pass when the king 
saw Queen Esther standing in the court, 
that she won favor in his eyes, and the 
king extended to Esther the golden 
scepter that was in his hand, and Esther 
approached and touched the end of the 
scepter. 

ת  ד  מ  סְתֵר הַמַלְכָה ע  ת א  ךְ א  ל  רְאוֹת הַמ  י כִּ וַיְהִּ
חָצֵר נָשְׂאָה סְתֵר   חֵן ב  ךְ לְא  ל  ט הַמ  בְעֵינָיו וַיוֹש 

סְתֵר  קְרַב א  ר בְיָדוֹ וַתִּ יט הַזָהָב אֲש  ת שַרְבִּ א 
יט  גַע בְר אש הַשַרְבִּ  וַתִּ

7:3 And Queen Esther replied and said, 
“If I have found favor in your eyes, O 
king, and if it pleases the king, may my 
life be given me in my petition and my 
people in my request. 

ם  סְתֵר הַמַלְכָה וַת אמַר אִּ וַתַעַן א 
י ךְ וְאִּ  חֵן מָצָאתִּ ל  ךְ טוֹב  בְעֵינ יךָ הַמ  ל  ם עַל הַמ 

י י בְבַקָשָתִּ י וְעַמִּ שְאֵלָתִּ י בִּ י נַפְשִּ ן לִּ נָת   תִּ

 

How would you define the quality of ‘finding favor?’ Why is it so often associated 
with the eyes? 

How has grace found expression in your life? 

Compare the role that grace plays in driving Esther’s story to that of Yosef: 

Joseph 

Genesis 39:4 And Joseph found favor in his 
eyes, and he (Joseph) served him, and he 
(Potiphar) appointed him over his house, and 
all he had he gave into his hand. 

רֶת אֹת֑וֹ  ָׁ֣ ָ֖יו וַיְש  ן בְעֵינ  ף חֵֵ֛ א יוֹסֵֵ֥ מְצ ָ֨ וַיִּ
ן בְי דֽוֹ׃  תֵַ֥ וֹ נ  הוֵ֙ עַל־בֵית֔וֹ וְכׇל־יֶש־לָ֖ דֵֵ֙  וַיַפְקִּ
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Genesis 39:21 The Lord was with Joseph, and 
He extended charisma to him, and He gave 
him favor in the eyes of the warden of the 
prison. 

 

ן   תֵֶ֣ ד וַיִּ ס  יו חֶָ֑ ף וַיֵֶׁ֥ט אֵלֶָּ֖ ת־יוֹסֵָ֔ וָה֙ א  י יְה  ִּ֤ וַיְהִּ
הַר ית־הַס ַֽ ר בֵַֽ וֹ בְעֵינֵֶּ֖י שֶַׁׂ֥ נָ֔  :חִּ

 

 

BONUS: 

See Exodus ch. 33, especially lines 13&17. What roles does ‘finding favor’ play in 
Moshe’s heroic moment of seeing all of God’s good pass before him? 

 

Esther 4:14 

ים׃ ַֽ כׇּל־הַיְהוּדִּ ךְ מִּ ל  ֶּ֖ ט בֵית־הַמ  מָלֵֶׁ֥ ךְ לְהִּ י בְנַפְשֵָ֔ ֶ֣ י֮  אַל־תְדַמִּ ישִּ ִ֘ ש תַחֲרִּ ם־הַחֲרֵֶ֣ י אִּ ֶ֣ ת הַזֹּאת  כִּ ֵ֣ ע    בָּ
עַ  י יוֹדֵָ֔ ֶ֣ דוּ וּמִּ יךְ ת אבֵֶ֑ ֶּ֖ תְ וּבֵית־אָבִּ ר וְאֶַׁ֥ וֹם אַחֵָ֔ מָקֶ֣ ים֙ מִּ וֹד לַיְהוּדִּ ה יַעֲמִּ֤ וַח וְהַצָלָָ֞ ֶ֣ אתר  ֹֹּ֔ ז ת כָּ ֵ֣   אִם־לְע 

עַתְ  גֶַּ֖  לַמַלְכֽוּת׃הִּ

 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and rescue will arise for the Jews from 
elsewhere, and you and your father's household will perish; and who knows 
whether at a time like this you will attain the kingdom?" 

 

 

Esther 10:3 

רֵֶׁ֥  יו ד  חֶָ֑ ב א  וּי לְר ֶ֣ ים וְרָצֶּ֖ ָ֔ וֹש וְגָדוֹל֙ לַיְהוּדִּ ךְ אֲחַשְוֵרָ֔ ל  ֶ֣ שְנ ה֙ לַמ  י מִּ ִ֗ י הַיְהוּדִּ כֶַ֣ י | מָרְדֳּ ֶ֣ וֹ  כִּ ש טוֹב֙ לְעַמָ֔
וֹ וֹם לְכָל־זַרְעַֽ ר שָלֶּ֖ בֵֶׁ֥  :וְד 

For Mordecai the Jew was viceroy to King Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews 
and accepted by most of his brethren; seeking the good of his people and speaking 
peace to all their seed. 
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SOURCES FOR SUPPLEMENTARY VIDEO   

 

Sefer Yetzirah 1:7 

עשר ספירות בלי מה נעוץ סופן בתחלתן ותחלתן בסופן כשלהבת קשורה בגחלת שאדון יחיד ואין לו 

 שני ולפני אחד מה אתה סופר: 

Ten emanations/sefirot without what - their end is thrust into their beginning and 
the beginning into their end, like the flame is bound to the coal. For the Master is 
singular and there is no other, and before one what do you count? 

 

Midrash Genesis Raba parshat Bereshit 1 

“In the beginning Gd created…” Six things preceded the creation of the world, some of 
which were created and some of which ‘rose up in thought’ to be created. The Torah and 
the Throne of Glory were created. The Torah, as it is written “The Lord acquired me at the 
beginning of His way…” (Mishle 8:22) The Throne of Glory, as it is written “Your throne is 
established of old…” (Tehillim 93:2) The forefathers ‘rose up in thought’ to be created, as it 
is written “Your fathers seemed to Me Like the first fig to ripen on a fig tree.” (Hoshea 
9:10) Israel ‘rose up in thought,’ as it is written “Remember Your congregation, which You 
acquired from time immemorial…” (Tehillim 74:2) The Holy Temple ‘rose up in thought,’ as 
it is written “As a Throne of Glory, exalted from the beginning, so is the place of our 
Sanctuary.” (Jeremiah 17:12) The name of the Messiah ‘rose up in thought,’ as it is written 
“…before the sun, his name will be magnified…” (Tehillim 72:17) R’ Ahavah son of R’ Zeira 
said: also teshuvah, this is what is written “Before the mountains were born…” (Tehillim 
90:2) 

 

  במחשבה שעלו  מהם  ויש שנבראו  מהם יש, עולם   לבריית קדמו   דברים'  ו [ אלהים  ברא בראשית ]
'  דכת כבוד  כסא(, כב ח משלי ) ראשית  קנני  י" י'  דכת  התורה, נבראו  הכבוד וכסא התורה, להבראות

 בתאנה כבכורה' דכת  להבראות  במחשבה   עלו  האבות(, ב  צג תהלים' )וגו  מאז  כסאך נכון
  תהלים ) קדם  קנית   עדתך זכור ' דכת במחשבה עלו  ישראל (,  י  ט הושע )  אבותיכם  ראיתי  בראשיתה

(,  יב  יז ירמיה)  מקדשנו  מקום  מראשון  מרום כבוד  כסא' דכת  במחשבה עלה   המקדש בית (,  ב  עד
  אף אמר זעירא' בר   אהבה' ר(,  יז  עב  תהלים) שמו   ינון שמש לפני ' דכת במחשבה   עלה  המשיח שם

 ... ' וגו הרים  בטרם   ד" הה התשובה
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